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It is best to begin your circular tour at the town hall. Of course, you
may also begin at any of the other points. Just follow the white
footprints. On the buildings you will find information boards telling
you interesting things about our town. You can find information not
only on the boards, but also in this book. Or you can use the QRCode on the boards.
These codes bring you to a homepage www.guenter-urum.de and
thereby to a detailed description of the buildings.
Note on the use of the QR codes:
Each code represents four buildings.
1-4, 5-8, 9-12, 13-16, 17-20 and 21-24.
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1. Town Hall
•
•
•

Erected under Duke Wolfgang von Zweibrücken in the
years 1540/41.
City hall clock from the 18th century
Bell of Disibodenberg Monastery

The most important building of our municipality, the seat of the
town administration and the town court, has always been the town
hall, which was built more or less in the middle of the old city. This
town hall was built in 1540/41 under Duke Wolfgang von
Zweibrücken. It is a Renaissance building with Gothic motifs which
are particularly visible in the ornamental art of the window niches
inside. At the beginning of the Thirty Years’ War in 1623, the
Spaniards housed in our town hall and caused immense damage,
which had to be repaired at considerable cost. It was not the last
time during the Thirty Years’ War that the town hall was looted.
Although the building exhibited severe damage at the time, its core,
especially its masonry, has been preserved. During second half of the
17th century, it was restored to its original condition.
The restoration work was probably limited to the most necessary
repairs due to a lack of financial means. Preservation work was
carried out on the town hall in 1775 under the administration of the
Electoral Palatinate. Due to the influence of Rationalism
predominant at the time, changes were made which did not
correspond to original architecture. The old entrance gate with the
pointed Gothic arch was walled up and a new door was created on
the street side, which did not correspond to the building style.
Plaster was applied to the outer walls. In the year 1910,
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these changes were reversed, restoring the original appearance of
the town hall. On its face (street-side) a board with information
about Odernheim’s history was attached to the surface of a blind
window. The city hall clock originates from the 18th century and is
still functional. The striking mechanism is connected to a very old
bell from the Disibodenberg monastery, which hangs in the small
town hall tower. In 1983 a new electrical chiming mechanism was
installed.

Picture ca. 1930
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2. Odernheim Town Forge
•

Built in 1744 and used as a forge until 1968

There was once a blacksmith’s shop here. It was built in 1744 by
Jakob Haas and operated by his heirs until 1893. In 1893, master
blacksmith Karl Seibel Sr. and his wife Katharina, née Werger,
bought the forge. It was later taken over by their sons Karl and
Philipp Seibel. Karl Seibel gave up the blacksmith trade and became
a cattle trader. Philipp Seibel continued to operate the forge until
1968 when his son, forge master Ludwig Seibel, took over. Here
picks, hoes and chisels were sharpened, cows and horses shod and
farm and garden gates made, among other things.
The increase in industrial manufacturing of forgings forced Ludwig
Seibel to close the forge in 1980.
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3. Former Protestant Parsonage
•

Built in 1640

•

Residence of the last abbot of the Disibodenberg
monastery, Peter von Limbach

The pastors of Odernheim lived in this house for more than 100
years. The parsonage was built in 1640. In the 1670's Peter von
Limbach, the last abbot of the Disibodenberg monastery, lived here.
He was a Protestant pastor who married in Odernheim at this time
and settled down here. Pastor Kaspar Scheib, who came to
Odernheim from Giesen, lived here as well. The name Scheib is still
common in Odernheim. Over the years, the pastors Wilhelm
Desßloch, Jakob Liebius, Heinrich Cöster and Philipp Heinrich
Wernigk also resided here. David Wilhelmi, a pastor’s son from
Duchroth, moved in 1757 and was the last pastor to live here. He
cared for the Reformed parish of Odernheim. Beginning in 1769 the
house was used for other purposes, as it was considered no longer
suitable as a parsonage for the pastor. After various changes of
ownership in the 150 years following, the Werger family acquired
the house in 1930. The wife was a midwife and from 1933 to 1972
assisted over 1800 children in Odernheim and the surrounding
localities into the world.
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4.

Lutheran Parsonage

Around 1690 under the Swedish administration of the Duchy of
Zweibrücken, which supported the Lutherans, an adherent to the
Lutheran confession, the administrator Johann Peter Knodt, came to
Odernheim. At his instigation, a Lutheran congregation was
established here in the early 18th century. It received its first pastor
in 1708, Philipp Peter Götz, born in Mühlheim in the county of
Veldenz on the Moselle River. He moved into the parsonage, the
house in Hintergasse (built in 1572), which the young congregation
acquired and which is now owned by the Haas family. For more than
a century this house offered the Lutheran clergy of Odernheim a
home. Up until a few decades ago the property was still nicknamed
“in the Lothringersch”. This designation remained incomprehensible
to many locals, but it makes sense if one knows the historical
background. The name has nothing to do with Lorraine or
Lotharingians, but rather with “Lutheran”. The last Lutheran pastor
in Odernheim was George William Schaffner who officiated here in
the years 1817-1821. The unification of the two Protestant
denominations in the Palatinate fell during his term of office. As a
result, the parish became superfluous and Pastor Schaffner was
transferred to Heuchelheim in 1821. The vacant parsonage in “the
yard” was auctioned off on September 30th for 1810 guilder. The
buyer was the farmer Johann Jakob Schmidt, a descendant of the socalled “Ostinders” who had come from Meisenheim to Odernheim in
the 1760s and founded the Schmidt family here. Since then the
property has belonged to the branch of the family descending from
Johann Jakob Schmidt. Hence the name “Schmidt’s Yard” in more
recent times.
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Schmidt’s Yard
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5. One of the Oldest Residences
•
•
•
•

Built ca. 1564
Residence of a Jewish family
Fruit mill from a former Jewish farm
Currently used by the company Gutschker-Dongus

Very little is known about the history of this house. During the
renovation and use by the Gutschker-Dongus planning company, an
old fruit mill was discovered in the backyard. The entire building
complex shows how well “old” and “new” can harmonize.
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The
archeological find

Fruit mill in
Lauterecken

This illustrates how
fruit mill would have
been driven.

13

6. Wittelsbach Castle
•

Built in 1567

•

Residence of Princess Christina, daughter of Count
Palatine Duke Wolfgang von Zweibrücken
Odernheim as residence of a princess

•

Count Palatine Duke Wolfgang von Zweibrücken was married to
Anna von Hessen. The first child from this marriage was Princess
Christina, born on 29th February 1546 in Zweibrücken. Around 1570
Princess Christina was engaged to Duke Friederich Kasimir von
Teschen. However, the marriage never took place. The groom died in
1571 and Princess Christina never married. The princess lodged
frequently in Meisenheim, the second royal seat of the principality,
and from there she must have visited the neighboring town of
Odernheim often and grown to love it. In any case, she soon stayed
in Odernheim permanently. She lived here in this “small castle”, a
well-preserved house with a tower, built in 1567 by Duke Wolfgang
near the upper gate. Princess Christine lived here from 1591 until her
death in 1619.
In Odernheim the princess was soon renown for being an aid to the
poor and an advocate for the afflicted. She became the godmother
of numerous children of poor parents and looked after them lovingly
all her life. Princess Christine had a burial place built in the cemetery
near the former church. However, her wish to be buried in
Odernheim was not granted. After her death at age 73, her corpse
was taken to Meisenheim where she was laid to rest in the castle
church next to her parents.
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7. Oldest Odernheim Inn
•

Inn "Zum Weißen Roß" (“To the White Horse”)

The inn’s founder was quite likely the cooper and beer brewer
Johann Casimir Bayer, a son of Wilhelm Beyer of Staudernheim. Like
his father, who was accepted as a citizen in Odernheim in 1731, he
too was a Staudernheim subject of the Palatinate-Zweibrücken.
Casimir Bayer quickly gained respect among the citizens of
Odernheim and is known to have acted as a court judge already in
1736. In 1746 he held the office of mayor and, as such, is the
predecessor of his competitor Karl Störr. One of Casimir Beyer’s sons,
Johann Heinrich Beyer, was married to the forester’s daughter,
Gottlieba Widder of Odernheim, and was named “Kiefer” (eng. Pine)
and innkeeper of the inn “Zum Weißen Roß” in 1768. On the upper
floor of the inn there was a dance hall in which dances were held on
festive days. The Palatinate government wrote in 1772: “The
innkeepers Raubenheimer, Heinrich Kornmann and Heinrich Beyer
held games and dances for the young lads this past Christmas”.
For more than a hundred years, the inn “Zum Weißen Roß” was
owned by the Beyer family. In 1834 Philipp Peter Bayer (note the
change of the spelling Beyer to Bayer) was the innkeeper of the
“Zum Weißen Roß”.
In the years 1848/49 the inn served as the headquarters of the
extremely strong-willed radical freedom fighters. The heyday of the
inn was over. The innkeeper left the house to his son-in-law Schick
of Heddarter Hof and went to America.
After the brewery was shut down the inn also had to close. Schick’s
oldest daughter stayed in the house and married the butcher master
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Dick. Their children could not afford to keep the house. Shortly
before the First World War it became the property of the road
attendant, Braunbeck. Older people from Odernheim still say “to the
Schick gate” when referring to the house.
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8. Upper Gate
The upper gate (Obertor), a structure within the former curtain wall,
was also called the upper portal. In 1655, the citizen Peter Miller,
who guarded the upper gate, received a permit from the city
administration to tap beer. The “Gefengknus” (jailhouse) was also
located in the upper gate around four centuries ago and was used by
the local police to put violators in custody until the Second World
War. It was popularly called “Kittche” or “Bolles” (vernacular for
kitchen).
On 17th June, 1757 Odernheim was hit by a severe flood in which
seven people lost their lives. The Heimel Brook overflowed its banks,
pushed an arched pillar out of the foundation of the upper gate and
carried away the guardhouse and those seeking protection in it. They
drowned miserably.
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The heavily damaged upper gate became so deteriorated that it was
torn down in 1763. It was rebuilt in the same year. In 1924 the upper
gate was restored and provided with a new archway, thereby
nonetheless retaining the original shape of the round gate. Since the
Second World War the archway has been damaged several times by
large vehicles. For this reason a new, flatter arch was inserted. The
pedestrian passages were built in 1977 and 1984.

Today the arch is still a big problem. Time and again
lorries get stuck in the upper gate. Considerable
damage to the building structure is already visible.

20
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Above: The upper gate with war memorial
Below: The upper gate with one pedestrian passageway

22

9. Community (Bann) Bakery
The bakery was intended to serve the common good. In this bakery
the community, which had leased it to a baker, also known as the
Bann baker, had a good source of income. The bakery, like a mill,
was subject to a Bann, i.e. the citizens of Odernheim were required
to bake their bread in the community bakery. For this service they
were required to render a baking tax. A municipal invoice from 1599
records municipally received funds: “General receipts: 5f this year
received from the community bakery from the veltin baker”. Further
evidence of a bakery can be found in the property tax register from
1843 (plan no. 235). There, in addition to the upper gate, a bakery
and a residential building are listed in municipal ownership. By the
close of the 18th century, this Bann was no longer in effect.
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Kathrine Gins with plum cake on the way to the bakery.
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10. Former Inn “Zum Roten Ochsen” (“To the
Red Ox”)
Beginning in 1889, the oxen keeper Peter Lorenz ran the inn “Zum
Roten Ochsen”, which was named after the ox he looked after for
the community. In addition to the inn, Peter Lorenz also ran a
bowling alley. More and more traveling journeymen came here, and
so it was popularly known as the “Hostel to the Homeland". In 1908,
his son Wilhelm Lorenz, took over. He made modifications to the
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inn and operated it until 1940. In addition to his work as an
innkeeper, Wilhelm Lorenz practiced his trade here: hairdressing.
William Lorenz was also known to pull guests’ teeth if necessary and
desired. Furthermore, he worked as a meat inspector and acted as
coroner and lay judge at the court in Kaiserslautern (until 1935).
Following his death in 1940, his son Walter Lorenz took over the
building and ran a hairdressing salon for women and men in this
house. His daughter Edith likewise operated the hairdressing salon
until her retirement.
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11. Post Horse Changing Station
•

Cafe Blaesy

Jakob Schick ran the inn, “Zur Post” (meaning “To the Post Office”) in
this house. When an independent mail expedition was opened in
Odernheim on 1st October 1865, a mail coach station was also
installed. Here the postilion changed horses on the outward or
return journey. The Schick family was therefore also called “PostSchicke” in Odernheim. The Thurn and Taxis mail car, which ran
twice a day from Meisenheim to Staudernheim, was used to
transport travelers and mail. The distance between Meisenheim and
Staudernheim was 2,945.20 rods, almost 1 1/2 post miles (since
1868, 1 mile = 7.5 km). The one-way trip from Meisenheim to
Staudernheim cost 30 Kreuzer. With the construction of the
Glantalbahn (Glan Valley Railway) in 1896/97 the stagecoach
became superfluous. In 1919 Richard Blaesy opened a cafe and
confectionery in this house. Here chocolate bunnies were made for
Easter and chocolate Santa Clauses for Christmas.
In 1965 Richard
Blaesy gave up
the cafe and
pastry shop due
to age.

27

Rehbornerstrasse Cafe Bleasy around 1920
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12. Community Laundry Facilities
After the town built a bridge over the Heimel Brook in 1939, this
spot was ideal for the construction of a public washing facility. The
builder in 1940 was the former Spar und Darlehenskasse (savings
and loan bank) Odernheim. It was also responsible for maintaining
the washing installation. This new facility not only saved the
housewives time, it also relieved them of strenuous physical labor.
The inventory included one small and two large washing kettles, as
well as a spin-dryer. Moreover, there was also an ironing/mangle
room and an area for storing coal. The ironing room was later
reduced in size and supplemented by two drying chambers with
extra warm air. Dirty laundry was soaked at home and then taken to
the laundry facilities by handcart. To save some of the cost of the
wash, many housewives brought their own fuel for heating the wash
kettle. Time marched on. With the advent of the washing machines
fewer and
fewer
housewives
used the facility
and it was
eventually
closed on 31st
July 1960.

Bertha Weyand
nicknamed
“Wash-Bertha”
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13. Leather Tanning Mill
At the beginning of the 19th century, a leather tanning mill was
operated in this house in Maxdorf. According to the surveyor’s
records from 1835, the property belonged to the Großarth tannery
(now Hofmann winery). The tanner’s mill was used to crush the
plant-based tanning agents required for the tanneries. Primarily
oak bark was ground to a tanbark as it contains large amounts of
tannic acid and is therefore very suitable for tanning leather. The
mill was driven by a water wheel, a so-called crank wheel. Below
the little bridge leading to Hucker and Apple valleys was a small
weir with a lock. Here, if necessary, the water of the Heimel Brook
was dammed and directed to the water wheel via dykes (wooden
tubes made by drilling through the center of a tree trunk). After the
house was sold, the auxiliary buildings were demolished.
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Stripping and chopping of oak bark (tanbark)
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14. Tanneries
The tanneries with their tanning basins were located on the south
side of the city wall, Hauptstrasse No. 51 and Rehborner Strasse No.
1. The stench this trade produced was at times unbearable, as the
venison skins to be tanned gave off a very foul carrion odor within a
short time. The tanning basins in front of the walls of the city
fortifications were brick pits into which the skins were laid in layers
with tannery and water. It took anywhere between six months and
three years for the leather to mature. This collection of pits or basins,
which were lined up like garden beds, were also known as “tannery
gardens”. The tanners took the water they needed from the Heimel
Brook to fill the tanning beds or to drum the skins after the tanning
process. The water was fed through a canal that went through lower
Maxdorf and part of the main street directly to the tanning basins.
The water passed through a culvert in the upper gate into a channel
along the main street into the Glan. During the renovation of the
Hofmann estate, brick tanner basins with a thick oak plank covering
were discovered.

Moving the hides into the tanning pit
32

Above: Pressing of the skins

Below: Nailing the skins up for drying

Many thanks to Mr. Ewald Ahlering of 57271 Hilchenbach, who kindly
provided us with these pictures (in the chapter tanneries).
He operates a homepage about his residence Hilchenbach that is
worth seeing. Hilchenbach is a charming climatic resort in the
Rothaargebirge Nature Park.
www.ahlering.de
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15. Lägertsgässchen
The circular route now passes through a small alley, popularly known
as “Lägertsgässchen” and around 1700 called Lückersgäßchen.
Where there are gardens today used to be the old city moat
(Wallgraben), part of the fortifications around Odernheim. When
Odernheim was granted city rights in 1349, it was surrounded by a
curtain wall and towers. Around 1818 the curtain wall was torn
down so that Odernheim could continue to grow. Remnants of the
curtain wall and the old powder tower can still be seen between the
houses. The course of the alley and the gardens corresponds roughly
to the course of the moat formerly in front of the city wall. The moat
was supplied with water from the Heimel Brook, which to this day
still flows under the houses at the end of the Marxdorfstraße,
Hauptstrasse and Hinterhausen and flows into the Glan in
Duchrother Strasse. In case of danger, the people of Odernheim
could flood the moat to make it as difficult as possible for the
attackers to capture Odernheim.
All sorts vegetables, salads, beets, beans and potatoes are still
planted in the gardens here.
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Layout plan of the municipality Odernheim from the year 1858
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16. Powder Tower
Like all towers of the city wall, the purpose and importance of the
powder tower was that of storing gunpowder for times of war. The
remains we can now see are the lower part of the tower, the socalled powder bunker, which was embedded into the wall. Only one
third of the tower itself was integrated into the wall, the remaining
two thirds were built in front of the wall. The original powder tower
was at least one and a half times as high. With a diameter of around
5.70 meters and a wall thickness of 1.70 meters, the roof was very
likely bricked, plastered and coated with pitch in order to achieve
additional impermeability. There was no entrance into the lower
area of the powder tower, rather the entrance was on the wall. One
ascended the tower via a spiral staircase from the wall parapet. On
the southern side of the tower one can see that the otherwise round
tower has a square corner. This indicates a “deflector”, an outwardfacing, right-angled edge which reduced the force of the cannon
balls by deflecting the projectiles hitting the tower.
The “notches” or “slits” visible were probably ventilation slits for the
powder bunker. The condition of the powder had to be tested
several times a year. This work could not be carried out in the dark
and the danger of leaving a lantern or torch/flare burning during a
test would have been much too great. In times of war these slits
were closed with stones so that neither cannon balls nor other stray
bullets could ignite the powder.
On the west side of the Odernheim city fortification, one of the
longest sides of the fortification and vulnerable to enemy attacks
due to the relatively flat terrain in front of it,
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a Landwehr or defense barrier, the so-called "Knick" or "Ruthen"
was erected. This was a tightly interwoven thicket of hornbeam,
blackthorn and blackberry. The hornbeam was intertwined using a
special bending technique in such a way that it formed a firm
undergrowth. It took quite some effort to overcome it, especially
since overcoming the Landwehr usually took place under constant
fire.
Flogging was a fixed unit of punishment in the Middle Ages and was
the task of the servants and executioners’ assistants. It was used as a
warning of worse punishment and was frequently applied in
conjunction with eviction from the city. The switches and rods
(Ruthen) with which people were flogged were nothing more than
the gnarled undergrowth. The Odernheim Landwehr is probably the
namesake for the area “behind (hinter) the Ruthen”, behind the
Landwehr, literally "Hinterruthen".
Upon closer examination, many conclusions about the way
handicraft developed can be drawn from the early medieval times
and subsequent ways of life in the 14th and 15th century, for
example about nutrition, the names of plots of land, population
trends, etc.
This will certainly be subject to future research.
The Powder Tower, made accessible once again and safeguarded by
the “Handy Pensioners” (Rüstigen Rentner) clearly had, as did all the
towers of the city wall, a strong purpose and significance.
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The structure of a tower in a medieval city fortification can be
described as follows: A spiral staircase led from the top of the wall to
the individual floors of the tower. It was possible to descend into the
bunker from the inside of the tower and pull the powder kegs up
using pulley blocks. There is no door to be found at the base of the
Odernheim Powder Tower.

The powder tower may have looked something like this.
38
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17. Lutheran School
The Lutheran schoolhouse stood on the foundation of this building.
After the unification of the Lutheran and Reformed Churches in 1818,
the Lutheran schoolhouse in Odernheim was no longer needed. A
document dated 10th December 1819 indicates that the Lutheran
congregation was asked to cede the schoolhouse to the municipality.
On 1st January 1820 the municipal council, chaired by the mayor
Friedrich Fabel, and the representatives of the Lutheran parish
approved this proposal. The local council decided to use the building
as a girls’ school. After the construction of a new schoolhouse in
1830 (now across from the Protestant parish center), the girls’
school was no longer needed and was rented out as communityowned apartments. Due to poor hygienic conditions and the
increasing number of pupils, the municipal council decided on 6th
July 1907 to demolish the dilapidated former schoolhouse and build
a new “toilet facility” on this site (today’s youth room). The stones
from the demolition of the old Lutheran schoolhouse were
auctioned off to the highest bidder. The Odernheim citizen,
Leonhard May, was the
highest bidder. He
installed the lintel
from the Lutheran
school entrance in his
house in Maxdorf 10.
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18. School Building - Protestant Parish Center
A church or chapel once stood on the site of today’s Protestant
parish center. In a document from 1338 a “Church by the Holy Cross”
in Odernheim is named. It is undoubtedly identical to the chapel of
the same name, also mentioned in the Weistum of 1360 as “Chapel
of the Holy Cross in the place which is called Waltodernheim".
Odernheim had already become a parish before the Reformation.
The parish church was now the Church of the Holy Cross. Perhaps it
had to make way for a new building because of its considerable age.
The source made no mention of this. Or it may have lived to see the
Reformation and been adopted by the heralds of the new doctrine.
In the Duchy of Zweibrücken, to which Odernheim belonged, the
Reformation, which was first Lutheran then Calvinist, achieved great
success. Odernheim became reformed in the 1530's.
At the instigation of the Lutheran administrator Knodt, a Lutheran
congregation was established in Odernheim around 1710. The
Lutherans claimed simultaneous rights in the Reformed Church,
which they were granted.
After the ecclesiastical unification of 1818, the old church was no
longer needed. Since it was in a ruinous state, it was ceded to the
municipality in 1830. The organ it housed had been dismantled as
early as 1821 and reinstalled in the now Protestant church. The
municipality had the church torn down and built a school building in
its place which was used as a school until being taken over by the
Protestant congregation.
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Today the old school serves as a Protestant parish center.
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19. Protestant Church
The village of Odernheim was probably founded as an early
Franconian settlement in the 5th or 6th century. Even at that time,
the land around the Disibodenberg belonged to the Archdiocese of
Mainz. Our ancestors made the trek to the Klosterberg (monastic
mountain) to attend worship services for centuries. A holdover from
this time is the street name “Kirchberg” (church mountain). The
following is an attempt to give a chronological outline of the church
history of Odernheim.
975
Our community, along with other surrounding villages, belonged to
the “parish” Sobernheim, i.e. we were obligated to build the
Sobernheim church.
1253
A chapel in Odernheim is mentioned in an exchange between the
Archdiocese of Mainz and the Augustinian monastery, “Unserer
lieben Frau zu den Staffeln” (“Our Lady of the Regiment”). It may
have stood where the current parish center is located.
1336
The chapel “Kyrche bi deme heyligen Cruce” (“Church of the Holy
Cross”), already mentioned in 1253, is notarized by a court
document. Its property includes two morgen (1-2 acres) of farmland
and a vineyard.
1342
A parish church “St. Nikolaus," located at the Disibodenberg
monastery, is also mentioned. Our village clearly belonged to this
parish. In Odernheim there was probably already a church (or
secondary church/chapel), as a pastor was named as early as 1287.
1346
The pastor (pleban) at that time was subordinate to the mother
church St. Nikolaus on the Disibodenberg.
1360
In one Weistum the “Capellen des heiligen crucisin der stat, die
43

man nennet Waltodernheim" (“Church of the Holy Cross in the place
called Waltodernheim”) is mentioned. 13th/14th century. At this
time there was also a wayside chapel within the Odernheim
boundaries, the "Sankt-Annen-Häuslein" (“St. Anne’s Cottage”). Its
location is unknown. After the Reformation, this chapel probably
quickly deteriorated.
1555
In the Peace of Augsburg, otherwise known as the Augsburg
Settlement, the sovereigns were granted the right to determine the
religious faith of their subjects. (Like master, like man!) Duke
Wolfgang von Zweibrücken converted to the teaching of the
Reformation.
1559
The Disibodenberg monastery was dissolved. All possessions were
transferred to the church administration in Meisenheim. Schools,
hospitals and homes for the elderly were maintained with the
income. The last abbot of the monastery, Peter von Limbach,
accepted the Protestant faith and became a pastor in Odernheim.
1568
Peter von Limbach died on 17th June. At that time, most of the
people of Odernheim would have belonged to the Reformed
Confession.
1609
A church visit took place during which community and church
representatives consumed almost four guilders (today’s value: about
four sheep!).
1618-1648
In the turmoil of the Thirty Years War our village of Odernheim also
suffered. Records of the Reformed pastor Scheib still exist.
(until 1631)
Because of the Spanish soldiers, children were baptized at home.
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In 1620 a wedding took place in the monastery church on the
Disibodenberg. Odernheim was place of sanctuary for refugee
Protestants from the area.
1710
At the instigation of the Lutheran administrator (of the monastery
property) - his name was Knodt - a Lutheran parish was established.
It demanded of the Reform parish to be allowed to hold its services
in their church, perhaps referring to the old Church of the Holy Cross.
The Catholics belonged to the parish of Meisenheim at that time.
1722
Reformed citizens of Odernheim were “presented to the President of
Meisenheim when the Duke was there regarding the new church to
be built”.
1738
Construction of present-day church. The old church building (on the
“Old School” site) was left to the Lutherans.
1748
The Benedictine order did not succeed in taking possession of the
monastery ruins with its destroyed church, because it was driven out
by the monastery administrators and citizens of Odernheim.
1768
Through the so-called “Selz-Hagenbacher Exchange Agreement” our
little town with its 710 inhabitants became part of the Electoral
Palatinate and was subordinated to the Kreuznach Oberamt
(Kreuznach authorities).
1774
The Kreuznach authorities asked the Odernheim city court for a
complete list of the municipal holdings. Among other things, a
Reformed and a Lutheran church and the respective parsonages and
schools were listed (cf. Chronicle, pp. 144/145).
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1807
New windows were installed in the current church.
1810
A map with Reformed and Lutheran churches is drawn up (without
tower).
1818
Unification of Reformed and Lutherans to the “Union”.
1830
The parish surrendered the very ramshackle old church to the
municipality, the organ having been removed in 1821. The church
was torn down and in its place the “Old School,” our current
Protestant parish center, was built.
1856
In this year Pastor Zorn was called to Odernheim. His predecessor
had been transferred as a punishment. He had taken a Catholic wife,
perhaps further cause for the transfer.
1865
Again new windows were installed, this time with colored glass,
which made the interior gloomy.
1903
Strangely enough, during a Bavarian land survey, the steeple of our
church was registered as the property of the municipality. When the
land register for Odernheim was created in 1903, the then pastor
Hofer arranged for the tower to be returned to parish possession.
1907
When the plaster on the outer walls was removed, some hoped to
find stones from the Disibodenberg monastery. Whilst repairing the
tower, all that could be found was a stone on the east wall with an
inscription that cannot be interpreted and the date 1702.
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1962-1964
The interior of the church was restored and the main portal moved
from the east to the west side. Pastor Niemann reports that the
portal should have been the tomb of the Pfalzgräfin (Princess)
Christine, but indeed it remained unused after her death 1619.
In 19th century it was integrated into the construction of the
Reformed Church.
1988
For the occasion of the 250th anniversary of our church, the interior
paint was reconditioned.
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20. Former Administrator’s House
Here at the lower gate of the former curtain wall stood the provost
house. During the Thirty Years War it was inhabited by the
administrators of the Disibodenberg monastery property, the
“Schaffnern”. It became so run down during these stormy times,
that the Zweibrücken government felt compelled to build a new
stately house with the appropriate auxiliary buildings in the year
1763.
In 1768 Odernheim and Disibodenberg became part of the Electoral
Palatinate. The Mannheim government allowed Sobernheim to
manage the monastery tithes from this point on. Hence, there was
no longer an administrator and the house stood empty.
Around this time, the Reformed parish parsonage was declared unfit
to be a residence for the pastor and the church pushed for the
construction of a new parsonage. The administration of the Electoral
Palatinate, which, through a trade, had assumed the obligation of
constructing and maintaining cultural buildings, found a way out of
having to build a new parsonage. Instead, they gave the newly built,
beautiful and spacious provost house to the Reformed parish.
During the Revolution, this house was supposed to be auctioned off
by the French authorities as national property. After lengthy
negotiations, on 4th September 1804, the prefect of Mainz decided
in favor of the Reformed community. After the unification of the
Lutheran and Reformed communities in 1818, it continued to serve
as the parsonage.
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The businessman Emil Wagner bought the property in 1960 and
converted it into a commercial building.
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21. Inn “Güldener Löwe” (eng. Golden Lion)
The oldest existing inn in Odernheim and former brewery the
“Güldener Löwe” was built in 1739 by the baker Johann Nickel
Donauer. He came to Odernheim in 1735. The inn stands directly in
front of the former lower entrance gate to Odernheim and was built
for the most part on the old moat. Carters who brought grain to the
Odernheim mill and received flour or bran in return came here. In
1752 the baker, Karl Storr, took over the Güldener Löwe from Nickel
Donauer. Karl Storr became mayor of Odernheim in 1758; he died in
1803 at the age of 82. His daughter Elisabeth continued to run the
Güldener Löwe until she met the former court baker Johannes
Knobloch and married.
Johannes Knobloch then became the innkeeper and the couple had
two sons. One of the sons, Abraham Knobloch, learned the craft of
brewing beer in today’s Weihenstephan. He built a multi-story
brewery next to the “Güldener Löwe” whose front faced the banks
of the Glan. The “Güldener Löwe” and the brewery were acquired in
1870 by the brothers Jean and Karl Blaesy, both brewers by
profession. Karl took over the restaurant, Jean the brewery. In 1895
the brewery closed due to strong competition. The entire property
was sold to the Bonnet brewery in Meisenheim. In 1907 Philipp
Blaesy sen. (* 1882 son of Jean Blaesy) bought the brewery adjacent
to the “Güldener Löwe” back for 10,750 Reichmark. He first traded
in tobacco and cigars. Today the building is in the hands of the 3rd
generation of Blaesys. It operates a building materials and land
goods business. The “Güldener Löwe” has been leased ever since, its
tenants changing frequently. In the year 1978 the inn was
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purchased by the Oskar Geib family and since 1995, has belonged to
the family Peter and Roswitha (nee Geib, daughter of Oskar Geib)
Gundermann. It should be mentioned that a dance hall and a
bowling alley were built opposite the Güldener Löwe in 1893 by the
Blaesy brothers. (Today the Kappler garage).

Bleasy Brewery ca. 1900
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22. Bannmühle - Obermühle or Fleckenmühle
The first reliable evidence comes from the Weistum of Odernheim.
In 1360 a Bannmühle or Bann grinding mill is mentioned. The mill
remained in the possession of the Disibodenberg monastery until
secularization in 1559 and was called the Obere Klostermühle (Upper
Monastery Mill). After 1559 the mill became property of the Duchy
of Palatinate-Zweibrücken. Duke Wolfgang confiscated the entire
monastery property and placed it under state administration. The
mill was assigned the status of Temporalbestand. That means that
the lease, i.e. the lease price, had to be paid in kind and money to
the Disibodenberg monastery administrator. At the mill, 32 malter
(unit of measure) were to be ground for the price of one malter as
wages. (The wage was 1/32 of the entire amount to be ground. As a
fair measure, 1 sester was assigned to 4 simmers each). An inventory
document from the year 1572 reports on the size and importance of
the mill. Three water wheels are already mentioned at this time. One
of them drove a leather tanner’s mill; an oil mill may also have been
attached. All the residents of Odernheim and Lettweiler were thirled
to the mill, i.e. obligated to bring their grain to this mill to be ground.
For the Odernheimer thirlage or mill soak, 20 malter grain and 15 fl
and for the Lettweiler thirlage an additional 6 malter had to be paid
to the administration of Odernheim. Before the start of winter, the
lay judges of Odernheim had to inspect the mill weir. In the event of
damage to the canal, each resident had to deliver a bundle of wood
and sticks. Grain had to ground within 24 hours of delivery. If this did
not happen, the customer could reload his grain and take it to
another mill. He had to pay the miller one malter as compensation
for the lost wage. Grain bought outside the Bann district could also
be milled elsewhere. But as soon as it came into the Bann district, it
had to be ground at the Bann mill. In a Weistum from the 16th
century there was a tip for customers: The foreign meal was subject
to compulsory thirlage even if he only parked his load at the local inn
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while quenching his thirst inside. However, if he remained seated on
the wagon and had his drink served on the wagon, he was not
subject to the thirlage and could have his grain ground wherever he
chose. After having various owners, Carl Lellback from the Schanzer
mill bought the grain mill and half of the oil mill in 1868. In the 1880s
he bought the second share of the oil mill. After a fire in 1890, he
modernized and enlarged it. The old, smaller individual customer
mill (Kundenmühle) became a Kunstmühle with modern technology
and a commercial mill (Handelsmühle), and housed a steam machine.
In a list of mills, it is registered as one of the largest mills in the Glan
valley. The daily amount recorded was 23 t from a total 64.5 t. After
the Lellback power station C. was founded in 1907, Odernheim was
supplied with electricity. After another fire in 1910 and renewed
reconstruction, the steam engine was replaced by a turbine
system. In 1952, the power station was no longer able to meet
the requirements of a direct current system and was hence shut
down. From then on, the Pfalzwerke (Palatinate Electric Company)
took over the power supply. The mill operation was discontinued
in 1954, because it was no longer able to compete with the large
mills. The buildings were auctioned off. After the Schmidt and
Lang families, the mill became the property of the Pfeffer family
in 1992 and is now home to an organic farm and a seminar house.
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Photo ca. 1930
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23. Founding Home of the Nagel Medical Family
Here in this house, as only a few people from Odernheim know,
the supra-regional career of the Nagel medical family, popularly
known as the “bone patchers”, began.
Johann Jakob Nagel, born in 1767 and son of the surgeon Johann
Mathias Nagel, came from Bärenbach near Kirn to Odernheim in
the 18th century. He was an innkeeper and adjunct (1st alderman)
and lived in this house.
His son, Dr. Carl Nagel, born in Odernheim in 1811, was the first
Nagel in the family tradition to come from Odernheim. According
to today’s understanding, he was a general practitioner and, of
course, also treated broken bones. From 1853 to 1856 he held the
office of mayor in Odernheim. He died childless in 1866.
His brother, Friedrich Eduard Nagel, born in Odernheim in 1820,
inherited the estate. He was a saddler and innkeeper in
Odernheim. He also worked as a fracture healer.
One of Friedrich Eduard Nagel’s sons was also given the name Carl.
He was born in 1849 and is referred to in the Odernheim
community register as an innkeeper and fracture healer. He was
also a member of the local council from 1890 to 1896. His wife
Lisetta, née Häberle, came from the Dauborner estate and was a
sister of the well-known professor Dr. Daniel Häberle. Carl Nagel's
two sons, Eduard and Karl, studied medicine and continued the
tradition in Odernheim. At the beginning of the 20th century the
Nagel brothers’ practice really took off and their reputation
penetrated far into the country.
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Eduard Nagel, like his ancestors, was involved in local politics and
was Mayor of Odernheim from 1915 to 1921. In 1952 he was given
honorary citizenship.
Eduard Nagel's son, Karl Eduard, born in 1905, studied medicine as
well and joined his father and uncle’s practice after 1930. He ran the
practice until his death in 1968. Dr. Karl Eduard Nagel was involved
in the Odernheim municipal council from 1948 to 1964. He was the
founder, initiator and chairman of the tourism association (19501965) and the Volksbildungswerk (adult education scheme). He
headed the Volksbildungswerk from 1950-1968.

While the original practice was housed here in the house, then in
Hauptstrasse 7, a new residential building with practice rooms
was built later around 1904 in Hinterruthen 1. The house at
Hauptstrasse 7 was acquired by Valentin Herzog and used as
butcher’s shop. It was later bought by Ernst Haas and continued
to be a butcher’s shop. In 1934/35 a new large house was built “In
der Bein”, today’s Nussbaumstrasse.
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24. Raiffeisen Warehouse
•
•

Community freezer
Dairy

This property with several utility buildings, some of which had to
make room for the village square, is still best known to the
population of Odernheim as the “Lagerhaus" (warehouse). The
owner was the Raiffeisen cooperative. Farmers from Odernheim and
the surrounding area brought their grain here. In addition to the
dairy, where they brought the milk from their cows and sold the
butter and cheese, it was also a collection point for grapes from the
winegrowers in autumn.

The origin of this building was a Fleckenmühle (grinding mill).
Around the year 1700 an oil mill was erected alongside it. The
suggestion for this probably came from the master bricklayer
Martin Nadich, who had immigrated from Graubünden. Perhaps
he was even the builder of the oil mill, as he is indeed its first
verifiable tenant. Martin Nadich's sons, Georg and Heinrich,
appear as heirs of the oil mill. They shared the inheritance and
passed on their rights to the oil mill to their descendants. Georg
Nadich's son, Heinrich 1729-1795, married Maria Spengler from
Odernheim. In 1770 she gave birth to a daughter Anna
Margarethe. She, in turn, married the blacksmith, Johann
Abraham Schmidt, in 1785. Through this marriage, Abraham
Schmidt came into possession of half of the oil mill after the death
of his father-in-law Heinrich Nadich. This is how the foundation
stone of the Schmidt oil mill was laid. Abraham Schmidt was the
son of the founder of the Schmidt family in Odernheim, who came
from Meisenheim and later continued the oil mill tradition as Jh.
Schmidt Sons Oil Factory on Disibodenberg.
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After the Raiffeisen cooperative no longer needed the building, it
was acquired by the town of Odernheim.

Picture above:
Right side of the building
complex, the milk
collection point, and to
the left of the archway,
the entrance to the
freezer

Picture below:
Josef Wahlheim at
his freezer
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25. Viticulture Museum
Viticulture has a very long tradition in Odernheim. For example, on
the Disibodenberg the decades long home of St. Hildegard von
Bingen, remnants of a grape variety were found that were probably
cultivated during a warm period in the Middle Ages. Today there are
only a few businesses in the village that live exclusively from
viticulture. These businesses utilize machines and technology for
their work and have almost nothing in common with the hard labour
of the vineyard 100 years ago. With original exhibits, our museum
shows the tools the cooper worked with and the means used to
develop the vines, harvest the grapes and bring them in. Wooden
barrels for storing wine and many other interesting objects can be
seen in the affectionately restored vaulted cellar.

How about a visit to the museum? Admission is free, but it is open
by appointment only. You can make an appointment with one of
the museum custodians:
Andreas Ott
06755 2009826
or
Paul Herrmann
Mohr
06755 - 724
Note the flyer
that has been
laid out.
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26. Synagogue
Beginning in the 18th century there was a prayer room in Odernheim
located in one of the Jewish houses. In 1824 a prayer room in a
Jewish home is mentioned, but no location is named. In 1832 the
Odernheim Jewish community bought the property (No. 34) to build
a synagogue. The Odernheim synagogue had a floor area of approx.
30 square meters and was single-story. There was a cellar under the
synagogue, but it was not owned by the Jewish community. Photos
of the building are not available. On 8th March 1898 the synagogue
building burned out as a result of a barn fire in the immediate
vicinity. The Kirchheimbolanden district office took this as an
opportunity to dissolve the local Jewish community whose numbers
had declined. The ruins of the building with the prayer room were
sold to a private person. After a new synagogue was dedicated in the
neighboring town of Staudernheim in 1896, the Odernheim Jews
visited the synagogue in Staudernheim despite their official
assignment to Obermoschel.

Of the Jewish people born in Odernheim and/or having resided
here for a longer period, the following perished during the Nazi
era (data according to the lists of Yad Vashem, Jerusalem and the
data in the “Memorial Book - Victims of the Persecution of the
Jews under the National Socialist Tyranny in Germany 19331945”):
Ludwig Maier (1906), Anna Neu née Falkenberg (1877), Paula
Ochs née Scholem (1890), Emil Scholem (1875), Heinrich (Henri)
Scho-lem (1885), Mathilde Strauss née Neu (1873).
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Odernheim am Glan
Odernheim am Glan is located at the mouth of the Glan at the
Nahe River. Rehborn, Staudernheim, Duchroth, Boos and
Lettweiler are Odernheim's direct neighbors. Odernheim is first
mentioned in a document the year 976. However, archaeological
finds point to the existence an earlier settlement.
In 1349 Odernheim am Glan was granted city rights by Charles
IVth.
In 1108 a Benedictine monastery was founded on the nearby
Disibodenberg, which rises above the confluence of the Glan and
Nahe rivers. In 1112 Jutta von Sponheim (* ca. 1092 - +1136),
Hildegard von Bingen (* 1098 - +1179) and another girl joined the
Benedictine order. The Benedictine monastery on the
Disibodenberg was a male monastery until the women entered.
Hence a cloister had to be established within the Benediktine
monastery for the women. Hildegard von Bingen spent most of
her working life on the Disibodenberg.
A vision she had in 1147 was decisive for the establishment of a
women’s monastery on the Ruppertsberg in Bingen, which lies at
the confluence of Nahe and Rhine. After very difficult
negotiations with the abbots of Disibodenberg and gaining the
Pope’s permission to found a Benedictine order for women,
Hildegard moved with 18 nuns in 1150 to yet unfinished
Ruppertsberg monastery.
As of the 12th century Odernheim at the Glan belonged to the
Counts of Veldenz, first as a fief and later as property. In 1444
Odernheim came into the possession of the dukes of PalatinateZweibrücken.
In 1504 Odernheim was almost completely destroyed when war
broke out as a result of the Bavarian-Palatinate War of Succession in
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and around Odernheim. The same fate befell Odernheim as a
result of the Palatinate War of Succession in 1689.
In 1747 twenty families emigrated from Odernheim am Glan,
Oberhausen and Duchroth. They founded the Müggelheim
settlement, today a part of Berlin.
In 1768 Odernheim am Glan came under the rule of the Electoral
Palatinate through an exchange of territory between PalatinateZweibrücken and the Electoral Palatinate.
In 1789 the French Revolution broke out. French troops annexed
the area on the left side of the Rhine in 1794. Odernheim city
charter was revoked, and it became a Maire. Odernheim was now
in the canton of Obermoschel, which in turn belonged to the
district of Kaiserslautern. The responsible Départment du MontTonnerre was the highest administrative authority for the
municipality of Odernheim.
After Napoleon’s defeat at Waterloo in 1815, the treaty of the
Congress of Vienna dictated that Odernheim would henceforth
belong to Bavaria. Odernheim now lay within the bounds of the
Bavarian Palatinate. This remained so until the end of Second
World War.
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The Disibodenberg Farm
Today’s Disibodenberg Farm was managed by the Cistercian
monks who lived in the adjacent Disibodenberg monastery until it
was dissolved in 1559. The Palatinate-Zweibrücken government
then installed “temporary tenants,” each for a ten-year period.
Such tenants managed the estate.
In 1704, Nikolaus Großarth from “Feyl” (today’s Feilbingert), the first
ancestor of the current owners, came to the Disibodenberg farm.
Initially he acted as a temporal holder, then from 1714 on as a
leaseholder. The farm has been owned by the family ever since. In
1734 the estate was divided after Nikolaus Großarth bequeathed the
farm in equal parts to his son Anton and a daughter. The half
belonging to Anton Großarth is still owned by the Grauer-Großarth
family to this day. The second half, that of the sister Anna Katharina
Eberth, was inherited and leased out several times and today
belongs to Luise von Racknitz and a third family.
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Viticulture on the Glan and Nahe
As the earliest evidence of the culture of the vine on the Glan and
Nahe, we encounter archaeological finds from Roman times, such as
sickle-shaped winemaker’s knives with a hatchet-shaped extension
on the back and must (the expressed juice of fruit, esp. grapes)
sieves. The Gallo-Romanic practice of viticulture in our latitudes is
reflected in general language usage and especially in the language of
winegrowers. For example: lat. Vinum = Wein (eng. wine), mustum =
Most (eng. must), cellarium = Kellar (eng. cellar). The so-called
Heckenwingerte (hedge vineyards) were probably from Roman times.
Since the vines were not tied to the stakes, they mostly lay with the
grapes on the ground. The “land or wild wine" tasted earthy and
acerbic. Such hedge vineyards existed until the 19th century. In the
centuries following, monasteries dominated viticulture. The
Disibodenberg monastery acquired numerous goods through donations,
including several vineyards. And so it was that it came into possession
of the vineyard “Fronenberg”, a name owed to the Fronzwang

(serfdom). The subjects of Odernheim had to indulge “the
gentlemen on the mountain”, carrying out the vineyard work “in
the Fron“. They were rewarded for this work as follows:
Vine cutting:
In the morning,
at noon,
in the evening
Winter ditch:
Driving stakes:

1 portion bread, soup and cheese;
2 cups beer or wine
soup, mash, 2 cups of beverage,
1 portion bread
straight (clearing work)
same, but only drinking once

Documents show that the care of the vines and the cultivation of
the vineyards was well advanced.
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There you will find information on pruning and laying the vines, tying
them and attaching them to stakes, clearing, digging up and
fertilizing the soil. All of this vineyard work had to be carried out on
specific dates. The vineyards had to be cut, staked and stapled by
Easter, dug by Pentecost and stirred (dug on the surface) by St.
Jacob’s feast day. Mucking took place in intervals of several years. A
share of the vineyards was leased to the residents of Odernheim as
part of the hereditary holdings. The tenants had to give up a third of
the yield from the vines and deliver it immediately to the monastery
vats. After the monastery was dissolved in 1559, the Zweibrücken
administration gave the monastery vineyards within our boundaries
on a long lease to the citizens of Odernheim. Aside from the
vineyards owned by the monastery, a considerable number of
vineyards were owned by villagers. Not only die the monastery
benefit from viticulture, but the territorial lord as well. He received
three loads of beed wine (i.e. the wine tax) per year from the
villagers‘ vineyards which had to be delivered to the winery in
Meisenheim. In the vineyard records from the year 1550 the
following is noted: “Bethe Wyn”

“Every year, my gracious lord is to receive three fuder of wine
(fuder = ca. 1,000 liters) called the Betwyn (tax) in Odernheim.
This wine is delivered by said (name of the vineyard owner). For
the tax, 12 measures are assessed for a quarter, 10 quarters for
an ohm and 40 quarters for a fuder.”
The date for the wine harvest has always been determined by the
authorities. To this day, the community’s harvest commission sets
the earliest and the last possible harvest dates for the vineyards.
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Historical postcards from the collection of
Manfred Geib (†)
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